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Disposition of Claims 

4) IE Claim(s) ii6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 14 July 2003 is/are: a)|3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfonm PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)|gl All b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/050.868 . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited {PTO-892) 4) □ Inten^iew Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mall Date. . 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20061 222 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/6 1 7,779 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2622 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

I . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovery any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. Claims regarding storing image signals are descriptive material per se 
and are not statutory because they are not capable of causing functional change in the computer. 
The following is a suggested preamble: 

"a computer readable medium having encoded thereon a computer image storing program 
comprising a set of instructions when executed by a computer to implement a method for image 
information in an image recording area or an information recording area, the method comprising 
the steps of". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubUc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Sasaki et ah, US 6,515,698. 

In regard to claim J, Sasaki et al., US 6,515,698, discloses an image recording 
medium, comprising: 

an image recording area (see figure 14, element 209) in which an image 
signal can be recorded, the image signal being subjected to a plurality of image 
correction processes in a process order (see column 5, lines 20-22); and 

an information recording area (see figure 14, header parts) in which data 
indicating the process order, in which the image correction processes are 
performed, is recorded (see column 8, lines 36-42). 
In regard to claim 2, Sasaki et al., US 6,515,698, discloses an image signal 
process order device that processes a corrected image signal obtained by performing a 
plurality of image correction processes to an image signal in a process order, comprising: 
a process order determining processor (see figure 7, element 109) that 
determines the process order (see figure 14 and column 7, line 40 to column 8, 
line 37); 

and an image signal restoring processor (see figure 16, element 501) that 
performs restoration processes to the corrected image signal to restore the image 
signal (see column 8, lines 55-59). It is inherent the Sasaki reference discloses the 
restoration processes being performed in a restoring order which is the reverse of 
the process order, since the decoding reverses encoding. 
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In regard to claim 4, Sasaki et al, US 6,515,698, discloses the image signal 
process order device of claim 2, wherein data indicating the process order is recorded in 
an information recording area of an image recording medium (see figure 14, header parts) 
, and the image signal is recorded in an image recording area of the image recording 
medium (see figure 14, element 209). 

In regard to claim 5, Sasaki et al., US 6,515,698, discloses the image signal 
process order device of claim 2, further comprising an image recording medium (see 
figure 12, element 111) that includes an image recording area in which the image signal 
can be recorded (see figure 14, element 209), and an information recording area in which 
data indicating the process order is recorded (see figure 14, header section). 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Kobayashi et al, 

US 5,390,028. 

In regard to claim 3, Kobayashi et al., US 5,390,028, discloses an image signal 
process order system. It is inherent the video camera 21 of the Kobayashi reference 
comprises an image correcting processor that performs a plurality of image correction 
processes to an image signal in a process order to generate a corrected image signal, since 
the processing the image for gamma correction in a process order (see column 6, lines 4- 
9); an image signal recording processor that records the corrected image signal in a 
recording medium, since the image data to recorded to the VTR (see column 5, lines 27- 
29); and a process order recording processor that records the process order in the 
recording medium, since the process order characteristics are written in the ROM in 
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reverse (see column 6, lines 16-20). The Kobayashi reference further discloses 
comprising: 

a process order reading processor that reads the process order from the recording 
medium (see column 6, lines 15-20); and 

an image signal restoring processor (see linearizer 26) that performs restoration 
processes to the corrected image signal to restore the image signal, the restoration 
processes being performed in a restoring order, which is the reverse of the process order 
(see column 6, lines 10-15). ' 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kobayashi et 
al, US 5,390,028, in view of Sasaki et ah, US 6,515,698. 

In regard to claim 6, Kobayashi et al, US 5,390,028, discloses the image signal 
process order system of claim 3. The Kobayashi reference does not disclose wherein data 
indicating the process order is recorded in an information recording area of the recording 
medium, and the image signal is recorded in an image recording area of the recording 
medium, 

Sasaki et al., US 6,515,698, discloses an image processing system wherein data 
indicating the process order is recorded in an information recording area of the recording 
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medium (see figure 14, header section), and the image signal is recorded in an image 
recording area of the recording medium (see figure 14, element 209). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have been motivated to modify Kobayashi et al, US 5,390,028, in view of 
Sasaki et al., US 6,515,698, to have data indicating the process order is recorded in an 
information recording area of the recording medium, and the image signal is recorded in 
an image recording area of the recording medium, in order for the other devices the 
storage medium is used in to easier access the header to see previous processing and 
determine what further processing is required to obtain the desired image. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US 5,446,744, discloses a decoding circuit perform the process reversed of the coding 
circuit to restore the original image. 

US 5,715,070, discloses a controller that select the image processing order. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gevell Selby whose telephone number is 571-272-7369. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 PM (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000, 
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